FOREWORD

The Catholic Church in America was one of the early supporters of Girl Scouting.  The Brooklyn Diocese encourages young Scouts to grow spiritually through our Lady’s Award Program.  This program challenges each scout to offer her services to her parish and therefore, to honor God by helping others.

The preamble of the Constitution of Girl Scouts, USA, states that “the motivating force in Girl Scouting is a spiritual one.”  Our Catholic Scout leaders help all girls whether Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes or Seniors to integrate their religious awards into the general Girl Scout program.

We trust that the girls who participate in working for these awards will become both better Catholics and better Scouts.  I therefore give my Episcopal benediction to every girl and adult participant in the Girl Scout “Our Lady Award” Program.

MOST REVEREND NICHOLAS DiMARZIO, D.D. PhD

BISHOP OF BROOKLYN

RELIGIOUS INTERPRETATION OF THE NEW GIRL SCOUT PROMISE AND LAW

On My Honor, I will try:


To serve God and my Country


To help people at all times,


And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

Spiritualization and the Service – these are the cornerstone upon which the entire Our Lady’s Award program is built.

Therefore, “On my honor, I will try” is a spiritual concept and “to serve GOD”, my country and to help people at all times conveys a spontaneous commitment based on the two commandments which contain the whole law of GOD.


1.   To love GOD above all things


2.   To love our neighbor as ourselves.

THE LAW

“I will do my best to be”:  This is a very personal form of commitment used by all age levels (The Brownies use this in their promise).

TO BE HONEST AND FAIR:   Again, in a direct wording form we have the spiritualized concept of honor as states in the promise.
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7.

The Girl Scout will be eligible for an award each year she fulfils the requirements, upon presentation of a troop book to the Diocesan Board of Review.

Upon completion of three year’s work, the Troop will receive a Ribbon.  Thereafter, a ribbon awarded for each subsequent three (3) year participation.  All troop awards are to be attached to the top of the staff of the Troop flag.

For further information regarding Our Lady’s Award, please contact:

Religious Awards Chairperson

Brian Long

800 Fifth Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11232-1801

NATIONAL AWARDS

For all inquiries regarding the National awards, (applications, books, pins) please visit:

NFCYM.org

Click on Girl Scouts/Campfire then on 

Religious Recognitions

6.

TO BE FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL:  Being a friend, is a relationship that girls take seriously. Helpfulness expresses a personal, discriminating responsibility and reinforces the idea of service in out program.

TO BE CONSIDERATE AND CARING:  is realistic and points to the need for a awareness of the feelings, beliefs and needs of others.

TO BE COURAGEOUS AND STRONG AND RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT I  SAY AND DO:
 Girls should recognize that they are responsible for any action they may take both verbally and physically.
TO RESPECT MYSELF AND OTHERS:  Responsibility and concern for one’s own development, as well as for the well-being of others is a definite need of today’s Girl Scout.

TO RESPECT AUTHORITY:  Girls recognition of the need for responsiveness to those occasions calling for the exercise of duly constituted or expert authority in matters of Church and State is basic.

TO USE RESOURCES WISELY:  This encourages awareness related to time, money, skills and abilities, natural resources and the work of others.

TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE:  This concept is broad enough to include all aspects of the natural world and the total physical and social environment.

TO BE A SISTER TO EVERY GIRL SCOUT:

Since our organization is basically for girls, we should defend the idea of Girl scouts as sisters in a spiritual family relationship.

3.

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION 

DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN

OUR LADY’S AWARD – GIRL SCOUTS
This award has been established to encourage the Catholic girl in Scouting to integrate her religious belief and practice with the Girl scout Program on a spiritual basis.

Any Catholic girl, any non-Catholic girl*, registered with the Girl Scout Council of Greater New York, Inc. in the Diocese of Brooklyn (King and Queens Counties), may participate in the earning of this Award, either on a Troop or an Individual basis.

*Any non-Catholic Scout, in a sponsored or non-sponsored troop, may work on the Award with the troop or an individual, provided she has written  consent of a parent or guardian.

All scouts should have a part in preparing the Troop Scrapbook by designing the cover, compiling the book, illustrations, resumes, etc.

COVER
Reflect on the Theme of the Year.

PAGE 1
Troop number and age level.



Year of participation



Meeting time and place, sponsor



Signature of pastor or moderator,



Coordinator(s), Leaders



Date of Religious investiture



Girl Scout Sunday



Number of girls and registered adults

PAGE 2
List all the girls’ names

4.

PAGE 3:
Sponsored troops should sate they open with the promise of prayer and that they close with a formal closing.


Sponsored troops should state how they interpret the Promise, State how they observe Girl Scout Sunday with a Catholic Service (Mass).  Describe your religious investiture.

PAGE 4:
List service projects to Church and Community.


Daisies
Three (3) Services


Brownies
Three (3) Services


Juniors
Five (5) Services


Cadettes
Seven (7) Services or 25 hours


Seniors
Seven (7) Services or 25 hours

PAGE 5:
Theme of the year for all groups


FIRST

The Blessed Mother


SECOND
The Mass


THIRD
The Church

In addition to the Service Projects, troops must spiritualize  

the theme of the year by completing a badge.

Spiritualization for the Daisies will be left to the discretion of the leader.

As a group, discuss the theme of the year to determine 

what it means to each individual girl.  Upon completion of 

all this discussion, the outcome is to be summarized and

written for presentation as an individual or the group’s 

reflection.

5.
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